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Happy Holidays & Merry Christmas to All! 
 

City Hall News: GOVERNMENT IN ACTION! 

Winterizing: Please remember to do your winter weather preparations to keep you and your family safe in the event of 
ice or snow storms. The National Weather Service is predicting heavy moisture this winter because of the La Niña winds 
coming into the US from the Pacific Ocean. You will recognize it when you have to shovel it!   

Dog Licenses: Please do not forget your annual dog license is due December 1 per city ordinance. Remember to bring 
proof of a rabies vaccination. The cost is $5 for a spayed or neutered dog, or $10 if not. Call Rebecca at the Police 
Department if you have questions at 736-4000. 

Strafford Election Notice: The General Municipal Election will be held Tuesday, April 3 with the polling places, judges and 
clerks as may be provided by the County Clerk. The purpose of this election is to vote for: 1. an Alderman from Ward 1 
for a one year term; 2. an Alderman from Ward 1 for a two year term; 3. an aldermen from Ward 2 for a two year term; 
4. an Alderman from Ward 3 for a two year term. All persons desiring to be a candidate for the aforesaid offices are 
required to file their intention in writing with the City Clerk’s Office at City Hall, 126 S. Washington, Strafford, MO. You 
may file between the hours of 8:00am and 5:00pm from Tuesday, December 13 through Tuesday, January 17, Monday 
through Friday. Please note: Strafford City Hall will be closed December 23 & 26 and January 2 & 16 for holidays. 

Strafford Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry and Business News: WATCH OUR CITY GROW! 

 John Deere: The John Deere Reman 275,000 sq. ft. core center plant is progressing quickly. The plant on Highway 
125 South is scheduled to start operating in the summer of 2012. This is great news for Strafford’s economy. It will 
employ more than 50 people with well-paying jobs.  

 Love’s Travel Stop: This new fuel and convenience store, complete with a Hardees restaurant is open and doing well. 
This is another major boost for our economy as they have hired 59 people so far! 

 Sam’s Club of Springfield: The East Sunshine location adopted ten Strafford teachers and donated $1,000 worth of 
gift cards to them to go towards class room supplies that the teachers usually pay for themselves. This was a very 
nice gesture from Sam's Club! 

 No Chamber Meeting: The Strafford Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry will not be meeting in December.  
  

              
  

 
 
 
 
 

Photo: The official John Deere Reman Core Center 
ground breaking ceremony on November 21. Speakers 
included Mayor John Vicat, and seated from left to 
right: Senator Jay Wasson, Governor Jay Nixon, John 
Deere CEO Sam Allen, and John Deere Reman GM Don 
Flatau. 
 

Photo: The grand opening of the Love’s Travel Stop & 
Country Store on November 10. Pictured is Steve 
Bodenhammer reading the welcoming statement on 
behalf of the Strafford Area Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry.  
 



 

Strafford VFW 

The Strafford VFW will offer free breakfasts on December 3 and 17 (Saturdays) for a donation of canned goods to give to 
the needy of our community. According to Post 7214 Commander, Ron Quinn, this is part of their "Giving Back" plan to 
help people in need during the holidays. The breakfasts are scheduled from 7-9am.  

Strafford Senior Center 

 On Thursday, December 8, the Strafford High School Choir will perform at the Center at 12:30. The Strafford Middle 

School Choir will perform on Thursday, December 15 at the same time. Come and join us for lunch and enjoy 

listening to the choir sing! 

 The Strafford Senior Center is in desperate need of volunteers. There are several ways to get involved: meal delivery 

(gas mileage reimbursement available), kitchen help (preparing food and homebound meals, running the 

dishwasher, etc.), and hands-on craft demonstrations. If you are interested, call Connie Aff at 736-9898 Monday-

Friday from 9am to 3pm. 

 Lunch is served from 12:00 to 12:30pm Monday through Friday. Suggested contribution for those 60 and older is 

$3.75; the suggested contribution for those under 60 is $6.00. 

First Baptist Church of Strafford  

The church’s food pantry will be open on December 17 from 10am-2pm. Please call the church office at 736-2148. First 

Baptist Church of Strafford is located at 400 S. Madison Street. 

In Remembrance 

A good friend of many at City Hall as well as the Chamber is among the several lost in the past month: Jolene (Jo) 
Schnick, 65, wife of Ray Schnick and mother of David, Lynette and Eric, passed away November 23. Our sympathies go 
out to the Schnick family.  

Many of you know that Mary Bumgarner recently passed away as well. Mary was born in Strafford on June 10, 1923 and 
passed away on October 31 at the Strafford Care Center.  Mary was married for 65 years to Wayne and was the mother 
of five sons: Edd, Ron, Ross, Don and the late Clarence "Barney" Bumgarner. Mary was a very nice lady and will be 
missed by many. 

We would also like to extend condolences to the families of: Janie Peak – 62, Clifford M. Bradley – 81,                             
Alvis J. Robinson – 77, and Florence Stow – 95.  

Full obituaries can be found online at www.news-leader.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For these stories and more, including a complete calendar of events, please visit: www.StraffordMissouri.org.  
Tom Vicat, City Administrator | TomVicat@peoplepc.com  
Loren ‘Lou’ Curtis, Park Director | LorenCurtis44@Gmail.com  
 

PLEASE SEND US YOUR NEWS ITEMS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS NO LATER THAN THE 24TH OF THE MONTH. 
 

BE SURE TO THANK EVERY VETERAN AND MILITARY PERSON YOU MEET. Remember: All gave some, but some gave all. 

December 2011 Dates of Interest 

 Friday, December 2 at 8:30am and Monday, December  5 at 10am – Municipal Court, City Hall  
 Monday, December 5 and Monday, December 19 at 7pm – Board of Aldermen Meetings, City Hall 
 Monday, December 12 at 7pm – Planning & Zoning Meeting, City Hall (if agenda item is submitted) 
 Saturdays, December 5 and 19 from 7-9am – Breakfast at the VFW: Canned food donation this month 
 Monday-Friday, all month at 12pm – Lunch at the Senior Center, $3.75 seniors / $6.00 guests (donation) 
 Strafford Area Chamber of Commerce & Industry – No meeting in December 
 Fridays, all month – Wear red to support our troops! 
 

Other meetings may be called on occasion and will be posted on the city website and at City Hall. 
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